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THE CONSTITUTION, Ge. 
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— — — Say, who bath Beard, 

&« The Voice of Freedom calling to ber Sons? 

&© Toat Voice which penetrates and fires the Heart, 
* Rouſes the powers of Action, breaks the ſpells 

* Of Sloth, and ſtamps the image of Divine 

6 On Mortal.“ 


— — — — . — —— — — 


Countrymen, Friends, and Neighbours, 


Ms. PITT, with the moſt ſplendid eloquence, 
has ſubmitted to the Britiſh Houſe of Commons, 
that it would be for the ſubſtantial intereſt andgran- 
deur of the Empire, that Great Britain and Ireland 
were legiſlated for by one Imperial Parliament. | 
Wr I an inhabitant of Ireland, I would cord 
ally agree to this propoſal, provided it were firſt 
underſtood, that the Members of ſuch an Imperial 
Parliament were to be choſen by thoſe who, by the 
known principles of the Conſtitution, ought to 
chule their Repreſentatives. Mr Pitt has repre- 
lented, that the Government of Ireland, as origi- 
nating, no doubt, in its deſecive ſtate of Repreſen- 
tation, is in the higheſt degree defeCtive; and from 
that ſource, as from opening the Box of Pandora, 
all the evils which afflict Ireland have gone forth. 
He has, in this inſtance, moſt clearly diſcovered 
the mote that is in the eye of his brother, but, 
alas! he conſiders not the beam that is in his 
own. 
T The 6. edition of this Paper was printed previous to the 


Unlop with I:clind, 
Wulre 
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Wutrez I revere the very perfect {late in which 
the firſt and ſecond parts of our Conſtitution fland, 
and, I truſt, ever will {land, I cannot but deplore 
the defects of the Repreſentative, or third part, of 
that Conſtitution, 

Oun Gracious Sovereign, whom may God long 
preſerve, appears to his ſubjects, by th's Conſti- 
tution, in no other light than what is amiable and 
uſeful. Our Lords of Parliament, on being en- 
nobled, either for their own merits or public lervi- 
ces, or for thoſe of their anceſtors, are ſtanding 
marks of the gratitude of their Country, and for 
ever may they and their ſucceſſors remain (like 
his Majeſty) to exerciſe, as they have very often 
done, their very ſalutary veto, on the reſolutions 
ot propoſed laws of the Commons. But the ſtate 
of the Commons? Repreſentation in Great Britain 
and Ireland is well known and admitted to be very 
defective. It mult ever be remembred, that the late 
Lord Chatham decidedly declared, That the Burgh 
Repreſentation was the rotten part of the Conliitu- 
tion, and, if not ſpeedily amputated, would bring 
on a mortification of our whole body politic. And 
to be inſtructed how, conllitutionally, to follow 
this very ſalutary advice, we have only to attend 
to the diſtinction of the Tax-Bill on Income, as 
introduced by his Right Hon. Son. 


Tur diſtinctions of this Bill on Income, are ſo 
ſimple, that they not only ſhow us where reform 


ought to begin, but they alſo ſhow us where re- 


form ought to end. The diſtinctions which this 
bul makes, are not only valuable in a legiſlative 
| point 


3 


N 


ES 7 


point of view, but they allo furniſh us with the 
belt means of national defence. And, upon the 
whole, the Tax-Bill on Income, is the molt able 
comment on the Britilh Conltitution, that ever 
was ſuggeſted by the wit of man. 


CoxTENPLATING all the valuable purpoſes to 

which this famous Bill on Income may be applied, 
I am put in mind of what Paul fays, in — 
through Athens, when he obſerved a Temple de- 
dicated to the unknown God, That God whom 
„you ignorantly worſhip, him declare I unto 
cc you. 77 

Wirn reſpe&t to its Legillative merits, the 
County-inrollments, as to Income, when properly 
made up, will furniſh us with the molt correct 
liſt of thoſe who ſhould have a vote for the Com- 
mons* Repreſentatives in Parliament. By the 
law of England, every perſon having an income 
of forty ſhillings per annum, was allowed to vote: 
and if we compare the value of money now, to 
what it was, when that law was made, it will be 
lound to anſwer, as near as may be, to a preſent 
income of Gol. per annum: And Mr. Put has very 
properly exempted all whole income is below that 
lum, from paying any part of their income for 
carrying on the war, 

SupposixG a ſimilar inrollment was to take 
place in the different Counties of Ireland, as is 
pou fently making up for all the Counties of 

angland and Scotland, and we have an Impe- 
rial Parliament, freely and fairly choſen, agree- 


ably to the principles of our VENERABLE Co- 


STITUTION, that will have the name of Imperial, 
mould 
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ſhould it not be choſen by thoſe Gentlemen, come 
of age, who pay the Tax on Income. Voting for 
Members of Parliament was always attached to 
certain data of property; and if thoſe Gentlemen 
are not the Commons of Great Britain, who 
ſou!d be repreſented in Parliament, I beg leave 
to know who are? By this means, voting would 
be attached to thoſe who have a real, not nominal, 
liake in their country, and that portion of health 
infuſed into the Conſtitution, which the Right 
Hon. Gentleman's Father predicted, would be- 
come abſolutely neceſſary. 

Towxs ſhould be the ſcenes of induſtry and 
trade, not of politics; and I contend, it would be 
much for the honour and intereſt of the inhabi- 
tants of thoſe Burghs to have no concern with 
politics, but what they are entitled to by their 
property. 

As to the Military merits of this famous In- 
come Bill, the County-Inrollments, as to Income, 
will farnith the molt correct liſt of the poſse comi- 
e245, or military power of each County, which 
Alfred the Great, who, after dividing the Country 
into Countics, conſtituted for ſuppreſſing domeſtic 
riot, and repeliing loretgn invallon, 

Ir belongs only to the“ Liberal ſoul to deviſe 


libral things,“ and to the immortal honour of 


Aitred, he committed the deſence of each County 
to its own inhabitants, and did not, as at preſcat, 
march ve Militia of one County into another. 

Ovn ancient Nobility had the command of this 
#5/5e commatus, and from tiols commands their 
ties originated; and certainly nothing would add 

more 
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* 
more to the dignity and conſequence of our pre- 
lent, Nobility than for them, under his Majeſty, 


as the ſucceſlor of Alfred, to reſume thole com- 


mands; ſo that we have only to give effect to the 
native energies of our ancient Conſtitution, and 
reſort to the Military Eſtabliſhment of the magna- 


nimous Alfred, to ſet the buſineſs of Invaſion at 
complete dehance. 


Turnxx is no doubt, the French contemplate 
the conqueſt of this Country, thro? the medium of 
Ireland, and that by availing themſelves of the 
diſcontents of the people, on account of the defec- 
tive ſtate of their Repreſentation. 


WovurD it not therefore be wile in Miniſters, to 
introduce ſuch an improvement of our repreſenta- 
tion, as would make us correctly underitand what 
our Conſtitution is. In doing ſo, they have only 
to place our Election- Laws on their ancient, pure, 
and manly principles, and that by ſimply attaching 
voting to certain data of property. 

Ovx Conſtitution would thus inſpire conſidence 
at home, and command reſpect abroad. Miniſters 
might then, not only hold it up for the imitation 
of the French, but likewiſe for that of our Alles, 
the Turks and Ruſſians! as a Conſlitution the beſt 
calculated to perpetuate, betwixt great nations, 
the accuſtomed relations of peace and amity. 

« Ir muſt be remarked, That the change 
of the Conſtitution, or form of Government of 
a nation, muſt be the reſult of conviction, not 
of coercion.” 
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Is Gentlemen on the Income County-Tax- 
Rolls were thus called upon, either by themſelves 
or ſubltitutes, to defend their country, the Na- 
tion would aſſume that Martial appearance, as no 
wiſe Government would ever think of attacking. 
For the County-inrollments, by giving a juſt idea 
of the numbers and reſpectability of the National 
Conſtitutional Militia, would ſhow, That even were 
fuch athing attempted! it malt prove impracticable. 
And, in truth, this ſyſtem of national defence, ſug- 
geſted by the wildom of Alfred, (the boaſt of whole 
lite was, That 42 bed left Engliſhmen os ſree as 
their own th;u7htis) cannndt be thought of without 
reverence? and awe; and, in caſe of actual invaſion, 
malt exhibit ſuch lt 202th and grandeur, as no 
invading army durſt look in the face. 

L.sgillation, Taxation, and National Deſence, 
woold thus be combined for the public ; and 
I ſubmit it * to thoſe whom it may concern,” 
that to bring the preſent war to a rational con- 
cluſion, and render peace ſubſervient to the ſub/tan- 
tial intereſt and grandeur of the world, the Con- 
ititutions and form of Government of Great Bri- 

tain and France ſhould be ſimilar to that eſtabliſhed 
by Alfred the Great. 

To this form of Civil Government, I have 
no doubt, the preſent Chief Magiltrate of France, 
Box APART E, as a Polititian, would aflent; as it 
would thereby be in his power to ennoble the 
XIilitary Chiels of France: And, by giving them the 
{ime legiflative powers, as the Lords of the Britiſh 
Parliament, and commilting the elective part of 
che French Government to be choſen by thole 
to whom France belongs; both Nations would 
come to live under a form of government of 
their own, conſtructed on principles the molt 
iavourable to human happinels, 

A BRITON, 


(FALKIRK, T. joux3 702, Printer.) 


